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I. The Vice President, Public Policy

The Vice President of Public Policy provides information, informed opinions and guidance to the Board of Directors and the membership on current and developing legislation, rules and regulations governing the practice of pharmacy at the state and national level.  The position is nominated by the Board of Directors and is elected by the House of Delegates for a 2-year term. This position reports directly to the President.

II. Responsibilities

General and Ongoing Responsibilities External to the Council:

1. Keeps current with laws, regulation and administrative policies governing the practice of pharmacy.

2. Has direct responsibility for monitoring and reviewing legislative developments.

3. Maintains liaison with other professional health care organizations on matters related to legislation, rules and regulations affecting health care and pharmacy practice.

4. Maintains contact with the New York State Education Department regarding regulatory changes and interpretations. Maintains communications as needed.

5. Attends and testifies at State Legislature and hearings as required.

6. Maintains communications with key legislators as appropriate.

III. Committee

2018 Public Policy Committee Membership:

	Chapter
	Committee Members 

	Central
	Gary Gonza

	Leather-stocking
	--------

	Long Island
	Andrew Kaplan, Rob Berger, Leigh Briscoe-Dwyer, Anthony Longo

	Northeastern
	Gina Garrison, Tom Lombardi, See-Won Seo, Jeffrey Brewer

	New York City
	Karen Berger, Martha Rumore, Maabo Kludze-Forson, Frank Sosnowski, Monica Mehta, Joseph Pinto

	Rochester
	Karl Williams

	Royal Counties
	Vito Limoncelli, Evangelina Berrios Colon

	Southern Tier
	--------

	Westchester
	Steven Tuckman, Liz Shlom, Jacqueline Bardini, Mark Sinnet, Ruth Cassidy, Elizabeth Shlom

	Western
	Christopher Jadoch, William Loeffler, Karl Fiebelkorn, Kelsey Violanti, Kim Zammit, Lisa Voigt


Contract Lobbyist:
Nicholas Spano and John Spano, Empire Strategic Planning, Albany, NY

IV. Legislative and Priority Updates
The Council has worked more closely than ever with other Pharmacy organizations on maintaining a unified vision while dealing with legislative issues, such as implementation of technician registration vis a vis the New York State Department of Education (NYSED). 

One of the key elements of assistance included reaching out to partners in other states, other organizations, and ASHP, to gain best practices and implementation information. The board of pharmacy in Ohio – the most recent state to register technicians – provided excellent and specific implementation details, along with delineation of technician duties. After synthesizing with data from other states, the Council led the Pharmacy Organizations in creating a framework for statutory technician duties for the first time in NY – as requested by NYSED.

Since last report, we have made efforts in expanding our coalition – and reached out to other key stakeholders. 1199 had expressed support for the legislation and we partnered with them in the last quarter for an updated memo of support; our members have used this letter of support, along with other resources, to educate legislators of the broad support behind this initiative. We’ve done similarly with NYS Sheriffs, GNYHA, others. Through grassroots efforts, many new legislators have joined as co-sponsors.
The Committee worked on creating and posting relevant resource materials for members to utilize. With support from CapHill, the Committee created fact sheets, standard letter templates, talking points, and other resource documents for our members to engage their legislators; these were posted on an updated version of the “Advocacy” section of the NYSCHP website.
For Technician Registration/Certification, we have recently altered our approach and supported a new version which will require certification for technicians in hospitals and health-systems; it will not require registration for all technicians. It would be easier for NYSED to implement this legislation. We will ask that NYSED define the implementation plan thereafter for full registration, as to eventually achieve that goal.
Collaborative Drug Therapy Management (CDTM) became a larger priority in recent months due to the impending sunset. We have partnered with the other organizations and key stakeholders, such as GNYHA, to support combining CDTM sunset elimination with other key legislation, such as immunization expansion.
This past influenza season was the most severe in recent years – the Governor declared a state of emergency to allow Pharmacists to immunize pediatric patients against influenza. Several days later, the Health Commissioner had to issue a state-wide, non-patient specific order to allow these immunizations to take place. We are fighting hard for immunization expansion – if we can immunize during a crisis, why not all the time? In addition, the challenges within the current law (such as the strict geography requirement) became obvious to all parties with the declaration of emergency. The Council is joining the other organizations in advocating for expanding immunization authority to all CDC-approved vaccines, including influenza for children, eliminating the arbitrary geographic boundaries, and allowing interns to learn immunization in the appropriate fashion – it makes no sense that the first time a Pharmacist gives a vaccine, it is as a licensed practitioner, where they have little oversight.

A. Technician Registration and Certification

1. Approach to change to certification first, registration later
2. Technician duties/functions identified in statute, to be defined in regulation
3. Grassroots engagement will be of high importance
B. CDTM/Immunization
1. The Council seeks to roll CDTM sunset elimination and multiple immunization bills into one

2. We have obtained consensus from the other organizations regarding the importance of CDTM

3. Immunization – due to severe influenza season and declaration of emergency – it is more obvious to the public and to our legislators that the role of the pharmacy professionals should be optimized

C. Other Legislation

1. HR 4392 – the Council informed members of the importance of saving the 340B program

2. A8046A – the Council supports drug pricing transparency but was opposed to the legislation because of the undue requirements on pharmacies

3. A9576/S7354 – the Council joined other organizations in supporting creation of formalized drug take back processes to reduce waste and improve access

4. A2674A – the Council supports greater access to emergency contraception

5. Opioid epidemic surcharge – the Council is opposed to increasing the cost of opioids to pharmacies and patients as a method to ameliorate the opioid epidemic
V. Other committee tasks

D. Student activities
E. Submission to newsletter

F. Fundraiser for PAC at Annual Assembly with creative fundraising ideas
G. Position statement revision – Physician-Assisted Suicide submitted to House of Delegates
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