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RESPONSIBILITY OF THE DIVISION 

The charge of the Division of Chapter Services, as defined in the Constitution and Bylaws of the New York State Council 

of Health-system Pharmacists (NYSCHP), is to coordinate the issues and information between the Board of Directors 

and the Membership through the affiliated chapters. This division is also responsible for the coordination of activities 

with Schools of Pharmacy. 

 

COMMITTEES 

 

Membership committee: 

 
- Purpose: To promote membership growth for the NYSCHP by recommending and implementing recruitment and 

retention activities. 

- Committee Composition (2019-20): 

 

Position Chapter / Org. Member 

BOD  Matthew Zak 

Chair Western Tim Hutcherson 

Member Central  Matthew Taranto 

Brian Dodge 

Member Long Island Ellen Giordano 

Member New York City Yi Guo  

Maabo Kludze 

Member Northeastern Kelly Bach 

Member Rochester Matthew Zak 

Member Royals Jowana Tekle 

Member Southern Tier Mary Ann Serbonich 

Member Westchester Grace Shyh 

Member Western Tim Hutcherson 

Member NYSCHP BOD Matthew Zak 

New Practitioner Northeastern Mara Garfinkel 

Student UB SoPPS 

St. John Fisher 

UB SoPPS 

Frencina Monteiro 

Alexa Peebles 

Alana Martin 

 

 

 



3 

 

A) Current Membership Numbers 

 

TOTAL members: 
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Active (voting) members: 

 

  
 

Current membership breakdown (as of March 1): 
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Summary:  The Council once again enjoyed a strong year from our membership in FY 19-20.  

Record highs in “total” and “active” members were seen in the months of September and October 

respectively.  A small dip in March 2020 can largely be attributed to a number of “associate” 

members reaching their expiry date and not renewing as of yet.   

Though the Council’s membership remains very strong, it will be more important than ever 

during the COVID-19 crisis for the Council to continue to provide value to our members and 

prospective members.  It will be equally important for our local leaders to continue to engage their 

members and prospective members in innovative ways to ensure our growth continues. 

 

 

 

B) Committee Strategic Plan: Goals and Accomplishments 

 

1) Continue to grow counsel membership as well as improve/streamline retention of 

current NYSCHP members 

 

Committee goals: 

a) Optimize the Council’s membership database 

a. Some quirks/oddities exist within our membership database that extend 

back to our old database that was used several years ago 

b. The database would allow members to sign up for some membership 

statuses that they didn’t qualify for 

c. We have fixed an error found with “student” memberships and continue to 

optimize both the “join” and “renewal” functions of the database 

b) Engage members and potential members in innovative ways 

a. The COVID-19 crisis will force the Council to change the way local and state 

business is run 

b. CEs, board meetings, recruitment, and other communications will largely 

need to switch to being virtual only 

c. Local leaders working on innovative ways to engage their members and 

prospective members 

c) Better align NYSCHP with ASHP  

a. A goal of ours is to better align the Council with our national partner ASHP to 

optimize costs and value 

b. Update:  Ongoing.  Discussions continue to be had with other state level 

organizations as well as ASHP as to the benefits, downfalls and implications 

of potentially having a joint membership and other forms of alignment 
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School of Pharmacy (SOP) Faculty Liaison Committee 

- Purpose: To promote and encourage involvement in NYSCHP to faculty and future pharmacists, as well as serve 

as an open line of communication for needs and desires between NYSCHP and the schools. 

- Committee Composition (2019-2020): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A)   Committee Strategic Plan: Goals and Accomplishments 

a)    Aid in improving student clinical competition at the House of Delegates, as well as        

promoting student programming 

1) We have been working in tandem with representatives from the Education and Work 

Force Development committee to optimize student experiences within the Council, 

including at the Annual Assembly 

 
b)    Aid in creating an “Advocacy” APPE elective for pharmacy students 

1) Committee has worked closely with Exec. Director Shaun Flynn, President Lisa Voigt 

and administrator Rebecca Harrington to evaluate the potential of an APPE rotation 

2) Similar organizations have such a rotation and offers valuable exposure to the area of 

pharmacy advocacy 

3) Discussions are ongoing with a potential to start in the 2020-2021 academic year 

 

c) Help set up an advocacy week to be celebrated by all New York State Schools of Pharmacy 

1) Have worked with the Grassroots Advocacy Committee to evaluate which week 

would be ideal from a school and Council perspective 

2) This week would focus on state level initiatives and would involve students and 

faculty with the goal of involving new individuals in advocacy 

3) Goal is to initiate for the 2020-2021 academic year 

 

Position School/Org. Member 

Chair NYSCHP BOD Matthew Zak 

Member Albany Nicole Stack Lodise 

Courtney Caimano 

Member Binghamton Wes Kufel 

Member D’Youville Tim Hutcherson 

Member LIU Maria Sorbera 

Member St. John Fisher Matthew Zak 

Member St. John’s Chung-Shien Lee 

Member SUNY Buffalo Nicole Cieri-Hutcherson 

Member Touro Andrew Smith 

Amy Wang 

Student NYSCHP BOD Emily Seidl 
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Student Committee 

- Purpose: To advise the NYSCHP BOD on issues of the profession that relate to students, including but not limited 

to opportunities to enhance/expand student membership 

 

- Committee Composition (2019-20): 

 

-  

-  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Position Committee/Org. School Member 

Advisor NYSCHP BOD N/A Matthew Zak 

Chair Student Committee Albany Emily Seidl 

Chair-Elect Student Committee UB SoPPS Kira Voyer 

Member NYSCHP BOD N/A Lisa Voigt 

Member NYSCHP BOD N/A Shaun Flynn 

Member Annual Assembly UB SoPPS Nicholas Palisano 

Member Educ. & Prof. Dev. Albany 

St. Johns 

Megan Hwaszcz  

Angie Yousry 

Member C&B LIU Ekaterina Didenko 

Member Membership UB SoPPS 

St. John Fisher 

UB SoPPS 

Alana Martin 

Alexa Peebles 

Frencina Monteiro 

Member New Practitioner UB SoPPS Denis Vaini 

Member Prof. Affairs LIU Sarah Farghlay 

Member Public Policy St. John Fisher Kaitlyn Agedal 

Member Public Relations St. Johns 

UB SoPPS 

Andrea Alleyne 

Krishna Daiya 

Member Supportive Personnel St. Johns Andrea Alleyne 
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A)   Committee Strategic Plan: Goals and Accomplishments 

  1) Need to streamline nomination/placing of students to committee 

a) UPDATE: Deadline for student applications has been changed in the 

bylaws from May 1 to July 15 to allow students more time to prepare 

materials to apply 

 

  2) Involve student in the House of Delegates 

a) NYSCHP bylaws have been updated to include 2 students from the student 

committee as delegates for the first time in 2020 

 

  3) Get more students involved in NYSCHP local and state activities 

a) Ongoing.  Finding a time that works for all of the students who are in 

different levels of different programs around the state is challenging.  

Expanding the student committee, creation of a NYSCHP Advocacy Week and 

expanding student activities at the Annual Assembly are all being evaluated 

to engage our students more 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Matthew Zak  

 

Matthew Zak, Pharm.D., BCPS 

 

Director of Chapter Services 

 


