Chapter: New York City Society of Health-system Pharmacists

Topic: Pharmacists’ involvement in cancer care to optimize patient access to anticancer therapy
 
Sponsored by: Lilia Davenport, Tamara Hernandez, Sherry Mathew, Anthony Gerber, Jamie Chin-Hon, Stephen Eng, Sara Kim, Charrai Byrd, Amisha Arya, Marina Barsoum

Whereas, Oral anticancer medications have demonstrated similar efficacy to their intravenous (IV) counterparts by inhibiting tumor growth or totally killing cancer cells, 

Whereas, Oral anticancer medications can be used throughout the disease spectrum, from induction to maintenance therapy,
 
Whereas, Oral anticancer treatment requires fewer health care resources as patients can administer the medication at home, following the guidance of skilled health care professionals,
 
Whereas, IV anticancer medication is administered in an outpatient infusion clinic, it is usually covered through the medical benefit, however, oral medication is covered under the pharmacy benefit,

Whereas, Injectable and oral anticancer medications have different dispensing sites, which often dictate which portion of a patient’s health insurance provides coverage creating a disparity in out-of-pocket payments required of patients with cancer,

Whereas, Financial disparity between oral and IV anticancer reimbursement can create serious barriers to care when orally administered anticancer therapy can be a more appropriate treatment option,

Whereas, Most insurance plans place orally administered anticancer treatment into a “specialty tier,” which may require a cost-sharing responsibility for the patient anywhere between 25 to 33 percent of the drug cost, leading to copays that can be over $2000 per month1,
 
Whereas, Many patients remain ineligible for assistance based on the type of insurance, income requirements, or availability of copayment assistance program funding,
 
Whereas, The financial constraints imposed by out-of-pocket expenses may force patients to choose an alternative IV treatment, which may not be the most effective therapy for their specific type of cancer, or abandon their therapy all together,
 
Whereas, To ensure selection of therapy is based on scientific evidence rather than route of administration, it is critical to support legislation that will address the oral anticancer medication disparity,

Whereas, This specific bill has an impact on people with insurance plans that are federally regulated under the Employee Retirement Income Security Act,

Whereas, Forty-four states and the District of Columbia have passed oral anticancer medication access legislation, known as the Cancer Drug Parity Act of 2023, and an additional six states have legislation pending, including New York 2,3; therefore be it
 
Resolved That:
The New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists supports national legislation to require insurance plans to provide no less favorable coverage for orally administered anticancer therapy covered by prescription component of insurance plans than they do for IV anticancer therapy through medical benefit component of insurance plans (Cancer Drug Parity Act of 2023).  
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	Sherry Mathew, PharmD, BCOP
	





	Anthony Gerber, PharmD, BCACP, AAHIVP
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	Jamie Chin-Hon, PharmD, MS, BCOP
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	Stephen Eng, PharmD, BCOP
	[image: ]

	Amisha Arya, PharmD, BCSCP, CJCP
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	Charrai Byrd, PharmD, MBA
	




	Sara Kim, PharmD, BCOP
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	Marina Barsoum, PharmD, BCOP 

	Marina Barsoum
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