Resolution
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Topic: Oncology Stewardship Programs in New York State 
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Oncology Stewardship Programs
Whereas, financial challenges in health care continue to grow, and the cost of cancer care makes up a large portion of these expenses, and,1-3
Whereas, the ability to provide care for oncology in the inpatient or outpatient settings, the accelerating approval of biosimilar products to the market, and the endorsement of dose rounding by The Hematology/Oncology Pharmacy Association (HOPA) each provide unique opportunities to optimize safety, outcomes, cost, and reimbursement, and,4,5
Whereas, oncology pharmacotherapy is applied in both curative and palliative settings, and can be associated with adverse events which have direct and indirect financial implications beyond the cost of the care itself, and,6
Whereas, the aseptic preparation of oncology treatments, such as chemotherapy, demands significant precision and proper technique to avoid potentially severe consequences to the patient or healthcare worker, and,

Whereas, oncology drug shortages are common and can cause rationing and prioritization when demand exceeds supply, placing prescribers at medicolegal risk when making allocation decisions, and,7
Whereas, the formation of a multidisciplinary institutional Oncology Stewardship Committee has demonstrated the ability to improve allocation of scarce resources, and,

Whereas, oncology stewardship has been defined as “a set of coordinated strategies to improve the use of antineoplastic agents with the goal of enhancing patient outcomes while reducing financial toxicity,” and,

Whereas, pharmacists are uniquely positioned to effect change in policies surrounding oncology stewardship, with crucial roles in formulary management, treatment selection, treatment preparation, and triage; therefore, be it1-3, 6
Resolved that: The New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists supports health-systems throughout New York State developing Oncology Stewardship Programs aimed at improving safety and outcomes while reducing healthcare expenditures. 
Date: 2/6/2024 
By: Mitchell Miller, Christina Lombardi, Erica Maceira, Zachary Hecox, Jessica Van Acker, Kara Olstad, Daniella Rodrigues
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