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Pharmacists Define advocacy and grassroots initiatives, and provide examples

Evaluate major legislative priorities for the profession at local and 
national levels

Design and implement an effective grassroots effort to gain support for a 
cause

Technicians Describe how technicians can make an impact on advocacy initiatives

Summarize the legislative process, recent victories for pharmacy 
technicians, and specific action items

Develop confidence to participate in grassroots efforts

Objectives
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What is Advocacy?

The word’s Latin root is advocare, meaning 

“to call to aid.”

ASHP defines 

advocacy as:

“Activity by an individual or group to plead a 

case, support a cause, or recommend a 

course of action related to patient-care, 

political, economic, social, or institutional 

issues.”

Advocacy describes all the things you do to 

gain support for your cause
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What is “Grassroots” Advocacy?

• Healthcare laws, rules, and regulations

“Grassroots advocacy is when people directly affected by a problem 
take action to achieve a solution.”

More powerful with multiple voices, diverse perspectives, and deep ties 
to the community

1. American Society of Anesthesiologists – advocates prioritize building 
personal relationships both in-district and with Members of Congress

2. American Farm Bureau – advocates focus on telling their story, drawing 
on their own life experiences to garner support

Non-pharmacy Examples:
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Overview - Levels of Advocacy

Local chapter 
activities

CE and community 
events

Interprofessional 
networking

Local

NYSCHP 
advocacy 
committee

Self-scheduled 
meetings with 
legislators

State

ASHP advocacy

Pharmacy society 
advocacy days

Self-scheduled 
meetings with 
legislators

Federal

Scope of 

NYSCHP
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Examples of Local Advocacy Events
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Level 3

● Community events where 
health information or voter 
registration information 
are shared

● Presentations to 
pharmacists, technicians 
and other health 
professionals about 
current legislative priorities

Level 1

● Presentations to 
grade school 
students about the 
role of the 
pharmacist or 
sharing basic health 
information

Level 2

● Events at 
universities, 
promoting the 
various career 
pathways for 
pharmacists



Advocacy Throughout U.S. Pharmacy History

The Food and Drugs Act

• Response to Upton 
Sinclair’s “The Jungle,” 
exposing unsanitary 
conditions and unsafe 
practices in meat packaging 
industry

1906

The Sherley Amendment

• Mrs. Winslow's Soothing 
Syrup for teething and 
colicky babies, unlabeled yet 
laced with morphine, killed 
many infants

1912

The Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic (FDC) Act

• Public pressure to increase 
drug regulation following 
Elixir of Sulfanilamide 
incident

1938

Kefauver-Harris Drug 
Amendments

• Response to thalidomide 
incident to require proof of 
efficacy

• Retrospectively efficacy 
review by FDA

1962

First Tamper-resistant 
Packing Regulations

• Response to the deaths 
caused by acetaminophen 
adulterated with cyanide

1982

Drug Quality and 
Security Act (DQSA)

• Fungal meningitis 
outbreak tied to an 
outsourcing facility in 
2012

2013
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Recent NYS Pharmacy Wins

CDTM

May 2011

Self-administered 

hormonal 

contraceptives

March 2024

Immunization 

Bill 

October 2021

Long-acting 
injectables

April 2024
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Pharmacy 
Technician Bill

April 2021



Recent Wins
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● Collaborative Drug Therapy Management (2011)

○ Formal partnership between a pharmacist, a physician, 

and a patient

○ Pharmacists and physicians work together under a written 

agreement to manage a patient's drug therapy

● Passed in NYS in 2011 as a pilot

● Currently, available in all 50 states (qualifications vary by 

state)



Recent Wins
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● Immunization Bill (October 22, 2021):
○ Authorizes Licensed Pharmacists to Administer all CDC 

recommended vaccines

○ Removal of sunset

● Pharmacy Technician Bill (April 25, 2021):

○ Creates permanent professional title of Registered Pharmacy 

Technician

○ Requirements for Registered Pharmacy Technician

○ Defines Registered Pharmacy Technician practice solely in 

Article 28’s (hospitals and health-systems)

○ Sets new ratio



Recent Wins
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● Self-administered hormonal contraceptives (March 

12th, 2024):

○ Pharmacists are allowed to dispense self-administered 

hormonal contraception 

○ After patient consultation & Pursuant to standing order 

(from Commissioner)

○ Pill, patch or ring

Patient: self-screening risk assessment

Pharmacist: risk assessment for safety

○ If eligible, dispense up to 12 months supply + fact sheet

○ Training (record on site)



Recent Wins
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● Long-acting injectables (April 1, 2024)

● Registered pharmacist, who is certified to immunize by the 

New York State Education Department, is authorized to 

administer Long-Acting Injectables:

○ Mental Health

○ Substance Use Disorder

● Patient specific prescription or order issued by a prescriber



Knowledge Check Question

Which of the following is/are local advocacy initiatives conducted 

by NYSCHP members?

A. Meetings with NY State legislators

B. Visits to Capitol Hill in DC

C. Presentations to students at local universities

D. Options A and C
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Legislative Process
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New York State Legislative Branch

• Legislative 

❑“Bicameral Legislature” – two separate houses 
(Senate and Assembly)

❑Assembly has 150 members; led by Speaker of the 
House

❑Senate has 63 members; led by Senate Majority 
Leader

❑Members of both houses are up for election every two 
years

• Executive (governor)

• Judicial (courts)

Government consists of 3 branches:
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The Legislative Session

Defined as the period of time during which the legislative branch of 
the government is actively reviewing and passing bills

Begins the Wednesday after the first Monday of the new year

Legislators attend session in Albany until business is concluded 
for the year, around June

• Called back for special issues, formal meetings, committee work, or public-hearings 
throughout the year

• These sessions are broadcast for public viewing

It is throughout this session the “legislative process” takes place
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Legislative Process: From Idea to Bill to Law

Idea is drafted into formal language 
and assigned a bill number (Bill 

Drafting Commission)

Next, assigned to appropriate 
committee

Then pass to floors or “chambers” 
(i.e. Assembly, then Senate). 

Then goes to the governor, who 
can either sign or veto
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Break it Down
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How many bills do you think are reviewed by the Senate and House each year? 

How many get passed? 
How many of these are medical-

related? 
Pharmacy?

Many different types of laws

Traffic Family Criminal Civil Employment
Intellectual 

property
Medical

A lot of discussion, revision, and distractions



Committee Process

• Senate and Assembly have their own committees

• Each legislator serves on numerous committees

The Speaker of the House and Senate Majority Leader have the 
power to create committees and appoint its members

• Regular meetings to discuss referred bills

• Meetings are broadcast to the public

• https://nyassembly.gov/av/

These committees are specialized, hold hearings w/ public, 
and ultimately determine if bill continues

• Visit https://nyassembly.gov/PIO/, or contact the Assembly’s Public 
Information Office at 518-455-4218

To Learn more about committees and when they will be 
meeting:
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Getting Involved!

Learn as much as you can about the bill you wish to advocate for (or against)

• Bill number (senate and/or assembly)

• Primary sponsor; co-sponsors

• Public organization support (or opposition)

• Bill status & location (e.g. committee vs chambers vs governor)

1. Learn

Plan your campaign before your bill comes to a vote in the chambers

• The right information at the right time can be enough to impact a legislator’s vote
2. Plan

Share your opinion with legislators

• Think beyond your representatives, e.g. committee chairs and participants
3. Share

Follow the bill throughout the process from Committee to Assembly to 
Senate and even to Governor

• Be prepared, be clear, be confident, and be persistent!

4. Follow

21 NYSCHP: Advocacy Made Simple | 2026Be prepared, clear, confident, and persistent!



Knowledge Check Question

Which of the following best describes the legislative process in New 

York State?

A. Idea drafted into a bill → committee review → Assembly → Senate → Law

B. Idea drafted into a bill → committee review → Assembly → Senate → Law

C. Idea drafted into a bill → committee review → Assembly → Senate → Governor 

signature → Law

D. Idea drafted into a bill → Assembly → Senate → committee review → Governor 

signature → Law
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Advocacy Priorities
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ASHP - “Advocacy as a Professional Obligation”

• Stay informed and be active, spread your message

• Consider all settings and issues (legal, regulatory, financial, etc.)

All pharmacists have a professional obligation 
to advocate for themselves and patients

Key responsibilities:

24

Promote pharmacist 
accountability

Influence others to 
optimize medication 

use

Actively engage in 
health policy 
development
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ASHP Calls to Action

“Urge Your Legislators to 

Give Medicare 

Beneficiaries Access to 

Pharmacist Services”

“Urge Congress to Pass 

the Ensuring Community 

Access to Pharmacist 

Services Act”

“Urge Your Members of 

Congress to Support the 

340B PATIENTS Act”

“Ask Congress to Prioritize 

Legislation Protecting 

Patients’ Access to Critical 

Pharmacist Services”

“Urge Your Senators to 

Support the 340B 

Program”

“Tell Congress to Oppose 

Medicare Payment Cuts”
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https://ashsp.ac360.aristotleactioncenter.com/
https://ashsp.ac360.aristotleactioncenter.com/
https://ashsp.ac360.aristotleactioncenter.com/
https://ashsp.ac360.aristotleactioncenter.com/
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw
https://advocate.ashp.org/sitepages/take-action.aspx?_gl=1*euou8y*_gcl_au*Njk2NDM3MTY0LjE3NjI3MTcyOTE.*_ga*MTQ0MDEzMzA2My4xNzQwNTIyOTc5*_ga_5WL5JPM7T0*czE3NjI3MTcyOTIkbzIkZzEkdDE3NjI3MTc4MTYkajIyJGwwJGgw


H.R.3164 - Ensuring Community Access to 

Pharmacist Services Act

Introduced by Congress in May 2025 and Senate in July 2025

Referred to as “ECAPS,” a priority for many pharmacy 
organizations

• Expand access of important testing and treatment (i.e. flu, COVID-19, RSV, and 
strep throat) to Medicare beneficiaries via pharmacists

A big step towards provider status

• Long-standing goal; pharmacists not eligible for payment under CMS regulations

• Would open payment through Medicare Part B for these (~80-85% usual charge)

26 NYSCHP Advocacy | 2026



27 NYSCHP Advocacy | 2026

340B Program Overview

Manufacturer 
Agreement

All manufacturers 

participating in 

Medicaid agree to 

provide significant 

discounts to 

covered entities

Participation

Eligible organizations 

must register and 

enroll in the 340B 

program and comply 

with all rules and 

regulations

A 340B identification 

number is used for 

verification to receive 

340B discounts 

through vendors

Stretch Scare Federal 
Resources

Provides financial relief to 

covered entities so they 

may reinvest in health care 

services and operations and 

reach more patients in their 

communities

Many covered entities 

would struggle to sustain 

themselves without the 

340B program

Eligibility

Covered entities are 

specifically defined 

Examples: 

-HRSA-supported 
health centers and 
look-alikes
-Ryan White clinics 
-Disproportionate 
Share Hospitals
-Children’s hospitals



Complexity of the 340B Program

28



340B Drug Pricing Program

ASHP advocates that HHS:

• “Declare manufacturers’ refusal to provide 340B 
discounts illegal.”

• “Take enforcement action against manufacturers 
that fail to provide appropriate discounts.”

• “Require manufacturers to compensate hospitals 
for lost discounts.”

• “Restore Medicare payment to 340B safety-net 
hospitals.”
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● Through the efforts of the American Hospital Association, ASHP, NYSCHP, and 

other hospital groups, pilot program was “defeated” Feb 5, 2026 

● Debate and discussion continue over 340b reform 

30

Contemporary 340B Advocacy Example
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● The Federal 340B Rebate Model 

Pilot program:

○ Traditional 340B model operates 

as an upfront discount at 

purchase. 

○ Rebate model would involve a 

higher upfront purchase price, 

with later reimbursement for the 

difference between the 340B 

price. 

● What could this mean to health-

systems?

○ High up-front operating costs

○ Impacts on budget and financial 

cycle

○ More logistical barriers



NYSCHP Advocacy Agenda

• Pillars of Advocacy 2025-2027

Published online:

Primary priorities:

31

For more information, visit: https://www.nyschp.org/advocacy

Improve patient 
access

Optimize safe 
medication use

Protect health-
system 

sustainability

Promote 
advanced roles 

for the workforce
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https://nyschp.memberclicks.net/assets/docs/advocacy/2024/NYSCHP%20Advocacy%20Agenda%20-%20Updated%20Pillars.pdf
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>

Current State Advocacy Priorities

32

CDTM

CLIA-Waived Testing
Pharmacy Technician 

Immunization

340b Protections
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340b Bill: 
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>

340b- What to Discuss

34

Share a specific concern03

Cite scenarios where 340b 

has helped
02

Talk about how 340b is used in 

your institution
01

“Our hospital uses 340b to 

help provide important 

medications to our most 

vulnerable patients”
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“We had a patient who needed 

a blood thinner after a stroke, 

and the 340b program helped 

him afford it”

“I am concerned that if we can’t 

use the 340b program, we will 

not be able to get medications 

to patients who need them”



>

CDTM Legislation: Current State

● First Introduced into NYS law in 2011

● Remains one of our most crucial topics

● Historically, CDTM had a sunset every 2 years

● The upcoming budget suggests that CDTM will be permanent, if not 

contested
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CDTM Bill (S6851/A3426)
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CDTM Bill (S6851/A3426)- What to Discuss

37

It has been renewed every 

2 years since 2011 and it is 

time to make it permanent!
03

“

Cite studies that show the 

benefits of CDTM 

pharmacists
02

Talk about ways pharmacists in 

your practice have contributed 

to patient care through CDTM

01

“There’s a pharmacist at my 

hospital who specializes in 

diabetes care and sees 20 

patents a day”

NYSCHP Advocacy | 2026

“This study shows that people 

followed by a CDTM pharmacist 

had lower A1cs than people who 

didn’t see a pharmacist 

“It has been renewed every 2 

years since 2011 and it is time 

to make it permanent!”



>

CLIA-Waived Testing Bill (S1619/A3285)
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CLIA-Waived Testing Legislation: Current State

● The Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness 

(PREP) Act, allowed pharmacists to administer COVID 

testing and vaccines during the pandemic

● Introduced by Senator Rivera

● Permanently authorizes pharmacists to perform simple, 

non-invasive laboratory tests

○ Influenza

○ COVID-19

○ INR

○ A1c

○ And more
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>

CLIA-Waived Testing Legislation: Current State

● Clinics and pharmacies must obtain CLIA certification

● Application (Form CMS-116) available online at www.cms.hhs.gov/clia or 

from your local State Agency 

● Requirements:
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CLIA-Waived Testing- What to Discuss

41

Express desire and 

competency
03

Discuss similar scenarios02

Talk about ways pharmacists 

could be involved with CLIA-

waived testing

01
“Pharmacists could help with 

ambulatory tests for common 

public health challenges”
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“During the pandemic, the federal 

PREP act authorized pharmacists 

to perform CLIA-waived tests to 

detect COVID-19”

“Pharmacists showed up during 

COVID-19, and with our training 

and experience, I know we could 

show up in other ways”



>

Pharmacy Technician Legislation: Current 

State
● Article 137-A establishes the legal framework for the profession of 

Registered Pharmacy Technicians in NYS

○ Defines their role, duties, supervision requirements, and the process 

for licensure.

● Definition: A registered pharmacy technician is a person who, under the 

direct personal supervision of a licensed pharmacist, may assist with 

certain pharmacy tasks:

○ Including  compounding, preparing, labeling, and dispensing drugs 

used to fill valid prescriptions or preparing medications in advance of 

a known order

● A registered pharmacy technician may only perform tasks that do not 

require professional judgment, as defined by the law

42
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Pharmacy Technician Bill: A5152
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Pharmacy Technician Bill- What to Discuss

44

Give your professional 

recommendation
03

Explain your experience 

with pharmacy techs 

providing vaccines
02

Talk about ways pharmacy 

technicians contribute in your 

practice

01

“We have 4 technicians on our 

team. They help with inventory 

management, drug preparation, 

and insurance issues”
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“During the pandemic, our 

technicians helped with 

vaccination, freeing us to do 

other things”

“As a pharmacist with 10 years of 

experience in supervising 

technicians, I would recommend 

supporting this bill”



Knowledge Check Question

If the CDTM Bill (S6851/A3426) were to be passed, what would be the 

primary change for pharmacists in NY state?

A. Pharmacists would be able to enter into collaborative practice for the 

first time

B. The sunset on the bill would be removed, making CDTM a 

permanent program

C. Technicians could create collaborative practice agreements with 

pharmacists

D. The New York pharmacist licensing process would change
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NYSCHP Resources
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Advocacy Toolkit- Talking Points 

47
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https://www.nyschp.org/advocacy


Advocacy Toolkit- Memoranda in Support

48
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Visit  https://www.nyschp.org/advocacy

Visit  https://www.nyschp.org/advocacy

Give a Copy of 
These to Your 

Legislator!!

https://www.nyschp.org/advocacy


Advocacy Toolkit- Frequently Asked Questions 
by a Legislator  

49
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Advocacy Toolkit- How to Check if my Legislator 
Supports a Certain Bill

50
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Advocacy Toolkit- Advocacy Video
• Using resources such as CDTM Talking Points file and video from 

NYSCHP website

Take note of the key talking points, the use of personal 

experience, the variety of perspectives, and specific calls for 

change.

51
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What to Expect at a 
Legislative Visit
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NYSCHP is a nonpartisan organization

Your legislators work for you, and your story matters to 
them

Our policy asks do not only benefit pharmacy professionals
- They help our healthcare colleagues by integrating pharmacy 

services into their work, reducing workload and improving 
outcomes

- They help our patients by expanding the ways we can 
contribute to their care
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Introduction
- Who are you and what is your profession and place of practice?

- What is the goal of the meeting?

Thank the legislator for any previous support of pharmacy 
initiatives

- “I saw you supported the _____ bill in the past. Thank you. It was 
critical to the success of _____ in my workplace.”

Big ask
- “I came here today to talk to you about…”

- This is where you use the advocacy toolkit- follow the fact sheets!
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Tip #1

Be flexible
- Meetings may be longer or shorter than you were 

hoping they would be

- Legislators may ask you to walk with them to another 
meeting, meet with someone else last minute, etc. 

- You may not see the legislator at all. Their staff 
members are exceptional, and will give just as much 
(and often more) attention to your policy asks
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Tip #2

If you don’t know, don’t guess
- You are not expected to be a policy expert

- You are there to share your story and the context for 
why the legislation is important

- Just like we say in clinical practice, “I’m not sure, but I 
will find the answer and get back to you”

- Get their business card!!!
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Follow up, follow up, follow up
- Send a thank you email within 24-hours of the meeting

- If they asked for more information, be diligent about 
providing it to them

- Social media is a fantastic way to follow up, especially 
on platforms where politicians have a lot of visibility 

- X (formerly Twitter) is a great place to start

- If you took a photo with the legislator/staff member, 
share the photo and tag them

Tip #3
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Legislative Tracker
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Legislative Tracker
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GRASSROOTS ADVOCACY EXAMPLE
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CDTM, 340b, CLIA-waived testing, technician bill1. Learn

Senator Oberacker from work district, Senator Fahy 
from home district. Both on higher education 
committee.

2. Plan

Emails, phone calls

Schedule meeting
3. Share

Follow-up and thank each, monitor, and engage others4. Follow

Remember the Steps!

Be prepared, clear, confident, and persistent!



Plan

• Connect with your network – colleagues, physicians, patients, nurses, etc.

• Who to contact?

• Senator Oberacker & Senator Fahy

• Both on higher education committee, where CDTM sits, and both in my 

respective work and home districts

• How to contact and what to say?

• Use resources from NYSCHP for guidance on writing emails or making calls

• Make sure to research the legislators backgrounds and if they already 

sponsor or co-sponsor an issue
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>

Share

Refer to resources from NYSCHP or reach out to anyone from the committee for 

help setting up a meeting

Bring other colleagues and include students 

Be familiar with your talking points, prepare personal examples

Plan for common questions

Know who to follow-up with for questions you can’t answer

Thank the legislator and ask if you can count on their support
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Follow

Thank you email, or call, within 1-2 weeks

• Address any remaining questions

• Offer to serve as an ongoing resources

Report to your organizations, committees, and workplace (if applicable)

• Pick up the dialogue somewhere else

• Letters of support to strengthen your cause

Monitor bill status and movement through legislative process

• New committee, new floor, etc.

Coordinate and plan future meetings throughout the legislative session/cycle

• Timing can be important
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Advocacy with Senator Oberacker
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Which of the following steps is NOT necessary in preparing for your grassroots 

advocacy meetings?

A. Using resources from ASHP and NYSCHP, identify 1-3 key advocacy priorities to 

address 

B. Be prepared to answer complex legal questions

C. Determine which legislators represent your districts or serve on the committee(s) 

related to your bill(s)

D. Prepare key talking points for each of the issues you wish to advocate for

E. Anticipate common questions and how to respond

Knowledge Check Question
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Summary

Advocacy is vitally important

• Inspired many important changes in US history

Pharmacists have a professional responsibility to 
advocate

There are various ways to get involved

• First step is often to increase your awareness 

• Join a professional organization or committee; ask for help

• Make use of these resources 
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How Do I Get Involved in Local Advocacy?

Join your local NYSCHP advocacy committee

• Email your local chapter president

Join the state NYSCHP advocacy committee

• Email NYSCHPAdvocacy@gmail.com
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Thank you!

nyschpadvocacy@gmail.com

Mitchell Miller, PharmD, BCACP

Ambulatory Care Clinical Pharmacy Specialist

NYSCHP Advocacy Committee Vice-Chair

NYSCHP Grassroots Advocacy Sub-committee Chair

Michaela L. Myerson, PharmD, BCPS

Investigational Pharmacy Manager

NYSCHP Advocacy Committee Chair

Tamara Oz, PharmD, MA, MBA, BCPPS

Assistant Professor of Pharmacy Practice

Pediatric Pharmacotherapy Specialist

NYSCHP Advocacy Committee Chair

NYCSHP President-Elect
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Expansion of Collaborative Drug Therapy Management

1. Learn about the bill

• Bill number/name: S6352/A1321 

• Bill Sponsor: Rivera

• Co-sponsors:

• Senate: Gounardes, Krueger, Salazar

• Assembly: Stirpe, Lupardo, Buttenschon, Forrest

• Status: In Senate and Assembly Higher Education 
Committees

• Support: NYSCHP; ASHP; local providers and hospital 
administrators

• Opposition: MSSNY
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Expansion of Collaborative Drug Therapy Management

2. Plan your campaign

• Identify committee chair and members. E.g. for 
senate committee:

• Chair: Toby Ann Stavisky

• Members: Patrica Fahy, Gustavo Rivera, Peter 
Oberacker

• Tap into your network

• Professional organizations, colleagues, co-
workers, etc.

• Strength in numbers; don’t reinvent the wheel
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Expansion of Collaborative Drug Therapy Management

3. Share your voice

• Reach out and thank sponsor and co-sponsor

• Send emails & letters

• Make phone calls

• Schedule meetings

• Attend public committee meetings and legislative sessions

4. Follow through the legislative process

• Once bill gets through committee, engage Senators

• If it makes it to the house, engage Assemblymembers

• If it makes it to the governor, make sure it gets signed!

Be prepared, clear, confident, and persistent!
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