Page 2 of 2

	
	The New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists

	
	210 Washington Avenue Extension ( Albany, NY 12203

(518) 456-8819 ( Fax: (518) 456-9319


Pharmacy Technician Registration and Certification

Senate Bill S5584 (Griffo)/Assembly Bill A4611B (Engelbright)
Fact Sheet 

January 1st, 2018
Summary of proposed legislation:

· Registration: Any individual employed in a pharmacy who directly assists a licensed pharmacist with preparing prescriptions or has authority to add or to modify prescription records and has access to prescription drugs shall be registered
· In order to be registered as a Pharmacy Technician, individuals must: 
· Have completed a high school education/general equivalency diploma (GED) or are completing high school

· Being at least 17 years of age

· Submit an attestation of good moral character that is satisfactory to the department
· Note: being listed in the registry or having an application for registration is necessary for employment as a Pharmacy Technician

· Grandparenting - If individual has worked at least 5 years as a Pharmacy Technician (and 18 consecutive months with a single employer) AND shows good cause to waive the educational requirement satisfactory to the department and board of pharmacy

· Certification: Any such individual and is employed in an article 28 facility (e.g. hospital or nursing home with an onsite pharmacy) or compounding facility, or who assists in the compounding of medications in any setting shall be also certified.  

· Certification requirements include above and additionally;

· Having completed a high school education or general equivalency diploma (GED) 

· Having completed certification requirements/training through a nationally accredited independent certifying body approved by the board

· Submitting an attestation of good moral character that is satisfactory to the department
· Being at least 18 years of age

· Grandparenting of certification - If individual has worked at least 5 years as a pharmacy technician (and 18 consecutive months with a single employer)

· Students enrolled in a College of Pharmacy or pharmacy technician training program are exempt from registration and certification 

· Timeline – act shall take effect one year after it becomes law
Proposed impact on public health:

· Reduce impact of opioid epidemic – narcotic diversion

· Pharmacy Technicians are the only healthcare professional with access to narcotics who are not regulated/registered by New York State – no accountability mechanism currently exists

· An estimated 44 people will die of overdose from prescription painkillers every day in the U.S. These deaths have more than quadrupled in the past decade and a half. Today, more people die from prescription opioid overdose than from heroin, cocaine, and all other drugs combined, an alarming trend that the U.S. Centers for Disease Control declared an epidemic in November 2011.
 Medication diversion within pharmacies appears to be a driving factor. Half of the thefts in pharmacies are from internal diversion

· DEA investigators from the Buffalo office verify a high degree of controlled substance diversion attributed to pharmacy technicians, and that some “drug rings/gangs” seek member employment as pharmacy technicians to increase access to prescription opiates.
· Increase in medication safety

· According to the Institute for Healthcare Improvement, medication errors harm 15 million patients in US hospitals each year

· Medication errors cost the healthcare system $17 billion annually



· Technician certification associated with higher pharmacy math and compounding skills

· Allowing pharmacists to spend more time on patient care services 
· A survey of over 600 pharmacists in various settings revealed that at least 83% of respondents agreed that working with certified technicians allows them to spend more time on patient care services such as patient education.iv
· Comparison to other states:

· At present, 45 states regulate/register pharmacy technicians.  Only five states, including New York, do not regulate/register pharmacy technicians.

· Progress with securing benefits of pharmacy technician certification spans decades, with Michigan and Illinois creating programs in the 1980’s.
· New York State has received a “0” on The Emily Jerry Foundation pharmacy technician regulation scorecard because of a lack of education, training, certification, registration, and continuing education requirement of pharmacy technicians. Emily Jerry was a one-and-a-half year old who was killed in Ohio due to a compounding error attributed to a pharmacy technician
Support:

●
Strongly supported by the New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists (NYSCHP), the Pharmacists Society of the State of New York (PSSNY), and by the New York State Chapter of the American Society of Consultant Pharmacists (NY ASCP Chapter)

●
Supported by the Greater New York Hospital Association (GNYHA)
●
Supported by 1199 SEIU (United Healthcare Workers East)
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